The role of the specialist nurse in an acute assessment and liaison service.
This article explores the work of an acute assessment and liaison service for older people, including the role of the older people's specialist nurse in the service. The service screens all patients admitted who are over the age of 75 for problems specific to a frail population and to identify where ongoing specialist support, referral or advice is indicated. Patients with complex problems undergo a comprehensive geriatric assessment. The service has reduced length of stay and resulted in better care for older people.